
Understand
Read these sentences. Think about what you are being shown about the 
character in each sentence and write this down underneath.

Harry turned back to the cashier. “I think you’ve given 
me too much change,” he said.

“Hmmm...” Mel said, flipping to the  
front page of the menu for the  
umpteenth time. “I’m not sure…”

It was growing dark when I told Fred  
to come in. With a sigh of regret he walked  
back into the house. “I suppose I can  
finish the fence first thing in the morning,” he said.

Dylan paused before placing her sled on the  
top of the hill. Then she turned to me and  
said, “You go first.”

Whilst we were playing at the park, I saw 
Darren setting up his lemonade stall. “I’m 

going to be a millionaire by the time I’m 
thirty,” he declared.

   

      

“ Don’t you like your dinner?” I asked 
Gina. She stared down at her plate with 
untouched pizza slices, salad and chips. 

“It’s not how my mum makes it,” 
she moaned.

As we played football in our garden I 
became aware of Mr. Johnson glaring 

at us. We’d been careful to make sure 
the ball never came close to sailing over 

his fence but he still barked at us. “Do you 
have to make such noise?” he snapped.

All heads turned as Norm walked in through the door and  
wide smiles spread across the room in greeting.

Language 
Features 
Creating 

characters
Good writers don’t tell the 

reader if a character is bad, 
good, funny or clever. The 

characters proves what they 
are like by how they act.



My phone buzzed as a picture dropped 
into my inbox. There it was - another 
selfie from Lizzie.

This character is very clever.

On the way home, Khuzro retrieved  
the neatly folded receipts from his 
pocket and began checking each  
and every row.

This character is very vain.

“Do you want that last chip?” Terry 
asked and, before I could answer, 
whisked it off my plate.

This character is very rude.

I stopped telling my story halfway 
through as Kim was yawning and 
checking her watch.

This character is very mean with money.

I was still typing the numbers into the 
calculator when Ryan put down his 
pencil - he’d finished already!

This character is very greedy.

Understand Read these sentences. Draw lines to match the  ‘show’ sentence to what they tell us.



Challenge
Explain in your own words why it is better  
for a writer to ‘show’ details about a 
character, rather than telling the reader.

Rewrite each of these sentences so that they include an action 
which ‘shows’ what the character is like instead of telling us.

Jane is very brave.

Tilly is always polite.

Nettie is very messy.

Steve is careless.John was very decisive.



Challenge What do you think these characters are like? Choose a characteristic for each one.  
Then write a sentence about your character where their actions prove what they are like.

What is he like?

Proof sentence

What is she like?

Proof sentence

What is he like?

Proof sentence



Test Remember, a character in a story can have more than one characteristic. Read the text below and think about what 
you are being ‘shown’ about each character. Then complete the table with three points about Kurt.

What can I tell 
about Kurt?

What showed  
me this?

“That’s not good!” Kurt 
murmured. 

I glanced around to see what 
this comment was directed  
at but could see nothing.

“What is?” I asked.
A nod at the nearest traffic 

light was Kurt’s idea of an 
answer. I opened my mouth to 
repeat my question and then 
thought better of it. Looking 
closer, I noticed that neither the 
red nor the green image of a 
pedestrian was showing. I 
looked back to Kurt, who was 
scanning the rest of the street. 
Just like the traffic light, all 
other lights appeared to 
have vanished.

Kurt began marching off 
down the nearest sideroad. No 
glance was spared to see if I 
was following but of course I 
did. “Where are we going?” I 

gasped - already the brisk  
pace was too much for me -  
“the underground station’s 
that way.”

“ And what do you think  
you’ll find down there?” Kurt 
snapped. “I’m not in a hurry  
to wait in the dark for a 
stationary train.”

I looked behind and was met 
by the sight of confused and 
bewildered passengers spilling 
out of the station entrance and 
onto the pavement. The power 
cut had spread to the trains 
as well.

“We’re heading for the bus 
station,” Kurt said, anticipating 
my next question.

That made sense. “Shouldn’t 
we ask for directions?” 

Kurt gave a brisk shake  
of his head and carried 
marching onwards. 



Test Pick out two things you can tell about this character and complete the table, using evidence to support them.

What can I tell? What showed me this?
Outside the tent I could hear the call for 
dinner. I glanced back at the heavy kit bag  
I had wrestled onto the bus and then 
struggled under on the two-mile walk to  
camp. A mountain of socks, spare shirts  
and spare trousers spilled out of the gap. 
Three books, two torches and five maps  
were somewhere in there too.

What wouldn’t be found in the pile of 
clothing was a single tin mug and plate.  
All that was needed for lunchtime.

I peered out of the gap in the tent and 
watched the line of scouts begin to assemble 
in front of the campfire. Every one of them 
holding their mugs and plates. Surely, nobody 
would notice if I wasn’t in that line, would 
they? One evening without food couldn’t be 
that bad. Then, in the morning I could fill up 
on one of the cooked breakfasts.



Apply
Think of a story which could involve three or more  
of these characters. Are they friends? Do they get along? 
Have they chosen to spend time with each other or are  
they trapped together? During your story, let your 
characters’ actions show the reader what they are like.

Extra challenge: 
Try to use adventurous 

punctuation in  
your writing.




